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Ancient Greece – Who were the Maya and what was their legacy?

STICKY KNOWLEDGE
The Maya were a 
Mesoamerican 
civilisation who lived in 
Central America. They 
lived between 2000 BC 
and 1500 AD. 

The Maya ate a variety 
of different foods 
including sweet potato, 
tomatoes and deer. 
Corn/maize and 
chocolate were 
particularly important to 
them. 

Chichen Itza was a sacred 
city of pyramids and temples 
which were used as calendars 
and for rituals. Their 
construction showed 
knowledge of astronomy and 
mathematics.

The Maya were very 
religious. There were 
many Mayan gods and 
each one was responsible 
for a different aspect 
of life. 

The Mayan writing 
system consisted of a 
type of hieroglyphics 
called logograms. 

The Mayan number system 
consisted of lines and dots to 
create different numbers. 
They were one of the first 
civilisations to use 0. 

KEY VOCABULARY

Mesoamerica The area of Central America where the Maya empire 
was. 

Sacrifice An act of slaughtering an animal or person or 
surrendering a possession as an offering to a deity 
(god). 

Calendar A chart or series of pages showing the days, weeks, 
and months of a particular year, or giving particular 
seasonal information.

hieroglypics Symbols or writing that is difficult to understand

polytheistic Relating to or characterized by belief in or worship 
of more than one god.

pyramid A monumental structure with a square or triangular 
base and sloping sides that meet in a point at the top


