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Child on Child Abuse 

Child-on-child abuse is when children abuse other children. This type of abuse can take 
place inside and outside of school. It can also take place both face-to-face and online, and 
can occur simultaneously between the 2. 

Our school has a zero-tolerance approach to sexual violence and sexual harassment. We 
recognise that even if there are there no reports, that doesn’t mean that this kind of abuse 
isn’t happening. 

Child-on-child abuse is most likely to include, but may not be limited to: 

Bullying (including cyber-bullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying) 

Abuse in intimate personal relationships between children (this is sometimes known as 
‘teenage relationship abuse’) 

Physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing 
physical harm (this may include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or 
encourages physical abuse) 

Sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault (this may include 
an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages sexual violence) 

Sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual 
harassment, which may be standalone or part of a broader pattern of abuse 

Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing someone 
to strip, touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party 

Consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images and/or videos 
(also known as sexting or youth produced sexual imagery) 

Upskirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without their 
permission, with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual 
gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm 

Initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving 
harassment, abuse or humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group and 
may also include an online element) 

Where children abuse their peers online, this can take the form of, for example, abusive, 
harassing, and misogynistic messages; the non-consensual sharing of indecent images, 
especially around chat groups; and the sharing of abusive images and pornography, to 
those who don't want to receive such content. 

If staff have any concerns about child-on-child abuse, or a child makes a report to them, 
they will follow the procedures set out in our Safeguarding and Child protection policy, as 
appropriate.  
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When considering instances of harmful sexual behaviour between children, we will 
consider their ages and stages of development. We recognise that children displaying 
harmful sexual behaviour have often experienced their own abuse and trauma, and will 
offer them appropriate support. 

 


